General Plan Update Overview

STATION NO. 1

What is ‘Land Use” and Why is it Important?
Land use planning is a way to classify different types of land uses that will
accommodate uses such as
residential, commercial, or industrial
development, locations set aside for recreation, resource protection or
agricultural production. A land use plan, such as a General Plan,
considers both physical development, as well as social, economic, and
environmental issues related to future growth and development in a
community.
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Introduction to Alternatives Evaluation

STATION NO. 1

The alternatives phase of the General Plan Update program will develop and explore different options for how the County could grow in the
future and how the General Plan Update could address major policy issues.

Alternatives
Concept Report
The Alternatives Concept Report will
summarize input from the public, project
advisory groups, County staff and project
consultants regarding potential land use
alternatives and policy topics.
Alternatives are both land use alternatives
(locations and use designations on a map)
and policy topics which are used to guide
County land use decisions. Land Use
Alternatives will explore whether the
current General Plan can accommodate
future growth and development. If not, new
land use alternatives will be identified that
can accommodate future growth and
development.

Alternatives
Report
The Alternatives Report will
include an evaluation of the
existing General Plan as well as
land use alternatives and policy
topics, identifying the implications
of each on existing and future
development.
The report will present potential
alternative land use and policy
topics for future growth,
development and resource
protection in the unincorporated
County.

Policy Topics will address key choices to
assist the County in community priorities and
the Vision of the General Plan Update.

The public and project advisory
groups can provide input on the
Alternatives Report, all of which
will presented to the Planning
Commission and Board of
Supervisors.

APRIL 2018

JULY 2018

Preferred
Alternative
From
the
range
of
alternatives described in
the Alternatives Report,
the public, advisory groups,
and Planning Commission
can provide input on a
Preferred
Alternative,
which may represent a
variety of new land use
and policy topics identified
in the report.
Based on direction from the
Board
of
Supervisors,
Planning Division staff will
use
the
Preferred
Alternative to prepare the
Draft General Plan.

JULY 2018

Draft General
Plan
The Draft General Plan will include
the following:
 Incorporation of the Preferred
Alternative (e.g. potential new
land use and policy alternatives);
 Revised/Updated Land Use,
Circulation, Conservation, Open
Space, Safety, and Noise Element
goals, policies and programs;
 New Agricultural, Economic
Development and Water Elements;
 New Climate Action Plan;
 Integration of “Health in all
Policies” ;
 State-Mandated updates (e.g.
Complete Streets, Climate
Resiliency, Environmental Justice);
 Integrate Area Plans within larger
General Plan.

SPRING 2019

General Plan Update Alternatives Analysis

STATION NO. 2

What will the Alternatives Report Analyze and What Will It Provide Us With?

QUESTIONS

ANALYSIS

RESULTS

What Will Be Analyzed?

How Will We Compare Our Options?

What Will We Get in the Alternatives Report?

Have we considered the appropriate
policy topics
that will address key
choices to assist the County in achieving
the Vision and Guiding Principles of the
General Plan Update?

Evaluation Criteria have been identified and
will be refined through public, advisory group
and decision-maker input.

Evaluation Criteria will be used to evaluate
the implications of existing and future
development on potential Land Use
Alternatives and Policy Topics.

How do we know where we can grow
and develop in the future?

GIS data of physical, infrastructure and
regulatory Constraints will result in maps that
depict areas where development potential may
be limited.

The results of the Constraints Analysis will
help identify areas that can accommodate
future growth and are appropriate for further
evaluation.

How do we compare the benefits and/
or limitations of potential Land Use
Alternatives and Policy Topics?

Land Use Alternatives will be compared to
the existing General Plan as well as to each
other to identify the benefits and/or limitations
of each land use scenario.

A comparative matrix of Alternatives
presenting trade-offs for each planning
scenario. The end product will be a
recommended Preferred Alternative to
achieve the Vision and Guiding Principles for
the General Plan.

Historic and Projected Growth in Ventura County

STATION NO. 2

What Are We Planning For?
Historic and Projected Population Growth Over Time
Unincorporated Ventura County from 1988 to 2040
Historic Population Growth from 1988 to 1998
1988: Adoption of existing General Plan
829 People per Year
Historic Population Growth from 1999 to 2016
1999: SOAR goes Into effect

*484 People per Year
Population Growth Projections for 2020 to 2040
Projections from Southern CA Association of Governments (SCAG)
580 People per Year
SOAR: Save Open Space and Agricultural Resources Ordinance, adopted November 3, 1998
*Includes the unincorporated community of Montalvo which was annexed to the City of Ventura in 2012
(499 dwelling units and approximately 1,352 people were removed from the unincorporated population ).

The population of unincorporated
Ventura County is expected to grow
somewhere between the historic
growth rate and rates projected by
SCAG. These population growth rate
estimates range from 9,680 (historic)
to 11,600 (projected) people
between 2020 and 2040.
Based on population growth,
unincorporated Ventura County
may need between 4,732 (historic)
to 5,670 (projected) additional
residential dwelling units.
Projected employment growth may
result in the need for an additional
2,503 (historic) to 3,000 (projected)
jobs/employees in unincorporated
Ventura County.

What Else Do We Plan For?
 Community Preferences including those identified in the General Plan Update’s Vision and Guiding Principles
 Board of Supervisors Direction to create a new Climate Action Plan, Agricultural, Economic Development and Water Elements, among other items.
 Mandatory updates required to comply with new State General Plan Law such as inclusion of Complete Streets and Environmental Justice.

Where Should Future Growth Go?
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Where Can We Grow?
Constraints are conditions where development opportunities may be limited. Understanding where Constraints exist will help identify areas of the
county that could be suitable to accommodate future growth and may be appropriate for consideration of future policy topics.
Physical Constraints include rivers, lakes, steep slopes and flood prone areas that may limit development.
Regulatory Constraints include federal, state, and local laws and regulations as well as agricultural and wildlife conservation easements that may limit
development.
Infrastructure Constraints include roadway access or passage, water and/or sewer availability, and the availability of other services that may limit
development.
The maps below depict just two examples of constraints that will be considered in the Alternatives evaluation.
FLOODWAYS
Example Physical Constraint

SAVE OUR OPEN SPACE AND AGRICULTURAL RESOURCES (SOAR)
Example Regulatory Constraint

CONSTRAINTS MAP
DEPICTS EXAMPLE FLOODWAYS AND SOAR CONSTRAINTS

The Existing Communities
designation identifies existing
unincorporated urban
residential, commercial or
industrial enclaves.
Area Plans include specific
unincorporated community
goals, policies and programs
unique to an area and
boundary.
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activity station

EVALUATING
ALTERNATIVES

STATION NO. 4

estación de actividad

EVALUACIÓN DE
ALTERNATIVAS

The County will use a set of criteria to evaluate options for how the County can grow
and develop in the future and how the General Plan can address potential policy topics.
These criteria will be used to evaluate potential land use alternatives and policy topics
for the General Plan Update.
On the posters, place your dots next to the criteria you feel are the most important.

El Condado usará un conjunto de criterios para evaluar opciones de como el Condado
puede crecer y desarrollar en el futuro y como el Plan General puede dirigirse a temas
políticos potenciales. Estos criterios se usaran para evaluar el uso potencial de tierra
alternativo y temas políticas para el Plan General Actualizado.
En los carteles, coloque sus puntos junto a los criterios que considere más importantes.

Put ONE dot next to
the criteria that mean
the most to you!

¡Coloque UN punto al
lado de los criterios que
significan más para
usted!

activity station

EVALUATING
ALTERNATIVES
Category
Categoría

STATION NO. 4

Criteria
Criterio
Promote Land Use Efficiency

(e.g., consider higher residential densities)

Promover Eficiencia en el Uso de Terrenos
(por ejemplo: considerar residenciales de alta
densidad)

Minimize Agricultural Land Conversion
Reducir al Mínimo la Conversión de Tierras
Agrícolas
Increase Range of Housing Types

(e.g., tiny homes, live-work housing, etc.)

Uso de Terrenos

Land Use

Incrementar el Rango de Tipos de Vivienda
Promote Environmental Justice

(e.g., identify policies to reduce health risks in
disadvantaged communities)

Promover la Justicia Ambiental

(por ejemplo: identificar politicas para reducer
los riesgos de salud en comunidades
desfavorecidas)

Maintain Community Identity

(e.g., development that reflects local
character)

Mantener la Identidad Comunitaria

(por ejemplo: desarollo que refleja carácter
local)

Promote Affordable and Workforce
Housing
Promover la Vivienda Asequible
Promote Healthy Communities

(e.g., development that supports healthy
choices)

Promover las Comunidades Saludables

(por ejemplo: desarrollo que apoya elecciones
saludables)

estación de actividad

EVALUACIÓN DE
ALTERNATIVAS
Put Dots for the Criteria You
Favor
Coloque Puntos en los Criterios
que Favorece

activity station

EVALUATING
ALTERNATIVES
Category
Categoría

STATION NO. 4

Criteria
Criterio
Develop Additional Sources of Water
(e.g., consider strategies for water
recycling)

Desarrollar Fuentes Adicionales de
Agua (por ejemplo: considerer estrategias
para el reciclaje de agua)

Plan for Existing and Future Water
Demand
(e.g., promote drought tolerant
landscaping, etc.)

Planificar la Demanda de Agua
Existente y Futura

(por ejemplo: promover el jaridinería
tolerante a la sequía, etc.)

Proteger la Calidad del Agua

Ambiental

Environmental

Protect Water Quality

Plan for Climate Change and Resilience
(e.g., increase use of alternative energy)

Planificar para la Resistencia y Cambio
Climático
(por ejemplo: aumentar el use de energía
alternativa)

Protect Biological Resources

(e.g. limit development expansion into
sensitive areas such as wetlands)

Proteger los Recursos Biológicos

(por ejemplo: limitar la expansión del
desarrollo en áreas sensibles como los
humedales)

Protect Scenic Resources

(e.g., consider visual impacts of
development on lakes and scenic highways)

Proteger los Recursos Escénicos

(por ejemplo: considerer los impactos
visuals del desarrollo en lagos y carreteras
panorámicas)

Protect Air Quality
Proteger la Calidad del Aire

estación de actividad

EVALUACIÓN DE
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Put Dots for the Criteria You Favor
Coloque Puntos para los Criterios
que Favorece
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Criteria
Criterio
Reduce Traffic and Congestion
Reducir el Trafico y Congestión
Promote Transit Service

Transporte

Transportation

Promover el Servicio de
Tránsito

Promote Bicycle / Pedestrian
Opportunities
Promover Oportunidades para
Bicicletas/Peatones
Reduce Transportation Related
Hazards

(e.g. minimize hazards created by
proximity to airports, railroads and
truck routes)

Reducir los Peligros de Trafico

Salud Económica y Fiscal

Economic & Fiscal Health

(por ejemplo: minimizar los riesgos
creados por la proximidad a
aeropuertos, ferrocarriles y rutas
de camiones)

Encourage Economic and Job
Growth
Estimular el Crecimiento
Económico y Laboral
Improve Internet Access and
Speeds
Mejorar la Información e
Infraestructura de la
Comunicación
Promote Tourism and
Hospitality

Promover el Turismo y
Hospitalidad

estación de actividad

EVALUACIÓN DE
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Put Dots for the Criteria You Favor
Coloque Puntos en los Criterios que
Favorece

activity station

EVALUATING
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STATION NO. 4

Criteria
Criterio
Reduce Flood Risks

La seguridad

Safety

Reducir los Riesgos de
Inundación

Reduce Wildland Fire Risk
Reducir el Riesgo de Incendios
Forestales

Promote Airport Safety and
Military Compatibility

Instalaciones y Servicios Públicos

Public Facilities and Services

Promover la Seguridad
Aeroportuaria y Compatibilidad
Militar
Plan for Adequate Capacity /
Demand/Maintenance for
Infrastructure
(e.g. water and sewer systems)

Planificar para la Capacidad /
Demanda de Infraestructura
Adecuada
(por ejemplo: sistemas de agua y
alcantarillado)

Plan for Adequate Police and
Fire Services
Planificar para los Servicios de
Policía y Bomberos
Plan for Adequate
Parks/Recreation
Planificar para Parques y
Recreación

estación de actividad

EVALUACIÓN DE
ALTERNATIVAS

Put Dots for the Criteria You Favor
Coloque Puntos para los Criterios Favorece
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